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Sonus Faber Cremona Audito

onus Faber is Vicenza's, and [alys, bes-

known hi-fi fiem. Bot, founded in 1980,

its s6ll a relatively voung company, I
wasn't untl 1983 thac che company really goc
going, with its first stand-mounced moniter,
the Parva, This was quickly followed, in 1984,
by the Minima FMZ, a speaker that staved in
production for almest 18 years. (You can find
the vear-by-yrar history of Sonus Faber on the
company’s website, warwsonusfiber.com,)

Sonus Faber established its reputation with
stand=-mounted  momitors: the  Paren,  the
Minima EM2, the Electa Amator, and the
Guarnen Homage, inmrodheced in 1993 and sqll
very much in production, Cabinet coloradons
are less of a problem with small menicors,
which can image precisely, throw a deep, wide
soundstage, and almest “disappesr.”

iy the way, you should hear the soundstage ac
the Teamro Olimpico, Inspinng? Vicenza's hi-f
makers think so.

Inspiradon comes also from Cremona, 80
miles to the west, There you can visie the
Stradivanns Muscum and sec instruments by
such masters as Guarnerd, Amad, and Stradivari
himself. And those speakers playing ever
so guictly? Guarmnen Homages, by
Sonus Faber: S10,000/pair with
ineegral stands, If your purse sings allow,
the Homages are definrely worth comsidering,
espeaally if classical music i vour Evorice,

But, of coume, not evervone can afford
?’ﬁl[},U[]Uf'P;lir_ MoE everyone wints a srmall seaack-
mounted momtor {They may need deep bass,
for instnce.) And some folks need speakers thac
ate as wellsuited to lome cheater and surround
sound as to music and two-channcl,

Eneer the Cremona line.

The termunolegy s confusing, We caught
up with the Hloorstanding Cremona speaker —
called, simply, the Cremona —last January
I:Vﬂi.'ZEr Nu.l}. It retails for H7495 padr, ane s
complemented by the stand-mounted  Cre-
mona Auclitor {35359541;[“ |‘rlL|.t; $650 for the
almost obligatory stands, or $4245/pair]), and
the Cremona Center (83995 paiv plus $450
for stands).

When I visited the Sonus Faber factory,
cwnet-founder Franco Serblin swessed that
he'd desipned che Cremona and Cremona
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Sonus Faber Cremona Auditars: custam stands are
almaost obligatony.

Avditor first and [oremost for muosic. The
Audicor 35 no mere brand extension, he
implied. He also supgesced char some audio-
philes might prefer che  stand-mounced
Audicor co the floorstanding Cremona.

Like its floorstanding sibling, che Cremona
Auclicor features Sonus Faber's patented lute-
Ehalpud {J:t])]T]Q‘.T.‘ 'il'l.‘ip'i]'{'.‘l. h:_n' G“.'qlfl}f:ll:
Guarner, greatest of the Guarneri family of
stringed-instriment makers. The Auditor also
leatures the same strecched-soing grille, Yes,
that's parented, o,

The lute-shaped cabinet consists of 32
picces of solid and laminared maple, with a
multi-coat, medivm-gloss clear fiush. Or you
can have che speaker in the “graphite” fimsh
for a more high-tech look. The fronc baffle,
hidden behind that stretched-string grlle, s

sam Tellig

r loudspeaker

covered with leather o soften sound reflec-
tioms off the hard weod surface. Bach speaker
measures 13757 high by 7623 wide (at its
widest poing] by 12875" decp. The macching
stands raise the speaker 25" from the Hoor and
tile it back abour 13° the exact angle |:|."iug
adjustahle wia threaded flaor spitus. The
speakers bolt to the stands from underneath
LE‘I::il' top plates (the speakers underside i
lined with felt) —mnice, becavse you wonldn’t
want these beantiful cabimets to Tand on the
ﬂ':lor. -E]IE h]g]]'(fl]ﬂli,t}’ I,Tli'lldi'llg E“.J:i‘.:i illltj“'
easy and secure Anper-tightening —but there's
only one set, which rules out bivwiriog

One complaine: T found the stnds a bear o
assemble beeause che doll holes in the wood-
en center columns were oo small. 1 had w
take ouc my wusty Black & Decker and drill
each hole a lule wider in onder o attach the
top and borrom plates. If you have wo do the
same, be carchul — you wouldn'e wane tw over-
drill or use oo big a bit Your dealer should
deliver the speakers and assemble the stands,
Bolting the speakers to che stands can also be g
bit of 2 hassle, but once it's done, s done,

Your dealer should also set them up for

best sound. Even more than with

the Cremona  floorstanders,

tweaking the Awditors’ posicons

enhanced their soundstaging in our Tving
room.

[ minally vsed a Musical l"l:]:rh'l:r' Tri-Vistz
SACD player and matching Musical Fidelioy Tri-
Visea 300 incegrated amplifier. Thar was lotsa
power: 3500 pinto B oluns, Lacer [ substimed
the Pathos Logns and Pathos Classic One ince-
grated amps, to achieve an all-Vicenza systen,
Along the way, I med Conrad-Johnson’s combi-
nation of Preicr 16LS Series 2 presmplifier and
Premier 140 mbed power amp, which [ wroee
ahour last monch, Gosh, T was so busy T hardly
had dme for summer weation, Spenker cable
was Toangle Silver Ghost.

The Tri-Vista 300 offered more power chan
I neaded, and showed me that the Cremona
Auditor is an excellent handler of power. In
some applications, icll have to be (I'm chinking
home theater). Sonus Faber rares che Auditor at
BRAB W m, its nominal impedance at 4 ohms,
ancl  recommends  powering it with




50-250Wpe. Flea-powered single-ended -
ode (SET) amps necd not apply. Ha! Buc I did
find a way to get that SET sound with the
Anditors. Read on.

The drive-units arc from ScanSpeak, of
Denmark: 2 1" ring-radiator, fabric-dome
tweeter and 2 2.83" doped-paper bass‘midrange
cone {crossover point not specfied), These are
simnilar to but not quite the same as the drivers
in the Cremona lcllﬁnrsmldcr. The Aundicor is
ported at the rear, where the sides of the cabinet
altnose come together.

Pasquale Magpgiordome {aka Pacrick Dutler),
of Sumike, US dismburor for Sonus Faber, lives
neacby and helped tweak the setap, This time
he moved the speakers only slightly in our
shoebox-proportioned  living  room,  They
ended up 58" oue from our narrow back: wall
and 31" from che sides. Did T menton chat the
Cremona Audior's frequency range is specified
as 40Hz—4(kHz?

The Auditor’s tonal balance was very similar
to what I recalled from the Cremona Hoor-
standers last winter: crisply ardeulated bur not
bright, detsiled bue not sterile. The speaker
eould play very, very loud, so I imagine they'll
serve well in—and withscand — home cheater

applications. If your home theater system does
double duty for music, vou're in luck. You can
have your Terminaior and Tehaikovsky, e,
Come to think of it, 1T was able to play
Tehakovsky full-tilt—minus deep bass, of

COITEE,

Even more than with the
Cremona floorstanders,
tweaking the Auditors’

positions enhanced their

soundstaging in our
living room.

My, my, this speaker did respond to quality
ariplification m.‘fquu]jt}r source material. The
Conrad-Tohnsen par exhibited its virmes, Ditto
the Musical Fidelicr Tri-Wista 300 incegrated —
fastet, with more power, more punch, a liethe Jess
body and a tad less bloom than the mubed amp.
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As for the Pathos Acoustics amps, you'll hear in
2 moment.

The deepest notes were missing, of course,
bur [ thoughe the Audivor delivered surprising-
ly scrong mid- to upper bass, More important,
the bass, midrange, and treble seemed seamless
— rather like listening to a full-eange elecrro.
static, Of course, the Hoorstanding Cremona,
with s dedicated bass driver, dug deeper.

But don't assume you'll necessanly like the
floorstander more, Deing mimmonitors, the
Cremona Audirors seemed o Image berter, plac-
ing soloists and instuments even mores precisely
across and into the soundstage, Keep in mind,
too, that the Auditors, even with stands, cost
83250 pair less than the floomstanders.

T you have deep pockers, you mighe andidon
Sonus Fabet's Guarneri Homage. Yes, it's been
around for 10 years, Yes, its drivers are older
desipns. (Onee be purs a speaker in producton,
Franco Serblin st one to change chings)
While 'm not sure the Guarnern Homage
would stand tp to heavy-doey home-thearer nse
{abuse?), it has an exquisice musicality, especial-
ly with strings and voices. You can own a pair
i',r a mete $10,000, with integral stands,

That should empty your waller, &®
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