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Reviewed thisissue

Best buy under £350
Pro-ject RPM1 Genie

Best buy £350-£800
Rega P3-24/Elys-2

Eest buy over £800
Roksan Radius 5/Nima

Best of the rest under £350
Ministry of Sound TT1000
Pro-ject Debut [l USE

Pro-ject Debut MEINE

| Pro-ject Debut Il Phono 5B

{ Bestofthe rest £350-£800

! Pro-ject RPM 5.2

Clearaudio Emotion package
Pro-ject 2 Xperience X-pack
Funk Firm Vector

. Best of the rest over £800

{ Pro-ject RPM10

Clearaudio Performance
Clearaudio Solution AMG

£125 | p122

£500 | p126

£1295 | p13o [iiiiii

£80 | p124

£210 | p124 Hiilis
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£425 | p128

£690 | p128 §i
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£1500 | p132
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3
o

f? .ﬂ $ - rrfjﬁ*"ff

ruwi

i 'Pu r!} i
Hf ’IFE u:f




'Clearaudio Emotion
ek ok

THERE ARE ONLY 50 many trenchant
imsights to be made abourt a product
that's been as successhul as this one.
The Emotion is a double Product of the
Year Award-winner, which means
wieve lauded its virtues many a time.
Tt's no hardship to do itover again,
mind - the thrill of this Clearandio
is undirmmed by time. Your money
still buys the superb Emotion table,
Clearandio’s Sarisfy conearm, and
an Aurum Classics Wood cartridge.

Optionat dust cover

Lately, Clearaudio has introduced
adustcover (not pictured) lor the
more houseproud owner - though at
L84, it might take a little shine off
what is otherwise a value-for-money
masterclass. Mind you, any lingering
financial doubts will be soon soothed
away from the moment the Emotion
cmits a well-presented note,

With EMI's excellent, heavyweight
pressing of Kate Bush's Aerial onthe
platter, the Clearandio wastes no
time In reasserting irs credenrials.

It rerrieves derail by the shovelful,
organising it cleanly into the broad

Hi-F1 ULTIMATE GUIDE | APRIL 2005

£690
5 FOR]

Engaging and
rewealing voice;
sood looks; il's
WOrEh every penny

Recent price-hike

Back-to-back
Awards say itall:
this product looks
sel for the long -
elittering ~ haul
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“Beats and tempos are
finger-snapping in their
immediacy and purity”

strokes of the material withouw

fuss, and establishing a beautifully
coherent soundstage. BEhythms, beats
and tempos are finger-snapping in their
immediacy and purity. In the midrange,
voices are uncluttered, communicative
and freighted with emotional impact,
while low frequencies bubhle or bang
with bags of drive, yet without over-
hang. Also, From bass notes up vo the
crisp, attacking top end, infermation
inteprates impeccably.

The Emotion is an engaging and
energetic listen, with deep-breathing
dynamic ability and an equally refined
side to its character. No recording is too
complex, too tepid, or too thrusring for
it wo reproduce. Tr's a well-sorted, stylish
device that makes music sound great.

SPECIFICATION | _
Speeds 33"/, 45 Manual/auto/semi operation * |
“Yes/no/no Phono amp No Tonearm /cartridge Yes |
Belt/direct drive Yes/no USB Mo SuspensionNo - |
Finish Acrylic Dimenslons (hwd) 13x 40.x 36cm




Clearaudio Solution MG package | (i,

1. 0.0.0. ¢ 1 £2499
CLEARAUDIO IS ARGUABLY the dominan: m
force in high-end nurntables. This Open, fast, slenty
German company makes the widest of detail, huee and
range of top-end decks, and supperts focused soundstage;
them with a bewilderingarmray of arms, €05l saving with
cartricges and accessories, the package
There are far more expensive w
Clearaudios than this, but this package  paeclacks ounch:
is still very much a full-fat version heeds ot rhythmic
of what the manufacturer can do. drive; polite sound
5 VERDICT
Beauty more than skin deep Mﬁnn e CveIputonto vinyl - Nick Cave's Babe, Flaws? Sadly, there are some. This

Clearaudio is a lirtle too restrained for our
tastes. [thaso't got the punch o satisfy
with the likes of Nirvana, or the bass
power to deliver Bob Marley and'The
Watlers' Stir It Up with great conviction.
Timing isn't that surefooted, either.
Thar s2id, we can see many going for
the Selurion's clean sonic presentation,
and even more falling for the deck’s
striking looks. If vou find yourself
under its visual spell, give it a whirl.

I'mt O Fire —and this deck separates the
instrumental jumble out deftly, finding
space between notes that many can't,

This deck is last, too. There's no sense
of it hanging on to notes once they've

“This deck is fast: there’s
no sense of it hanging on
to notes a second too long”

faded, all of which preduces a clipped,
precise and superbly well-timed

The Solution is a family of preducts,
with each versicm upgradeable to the
next. The £1460 AMG marks the
middle ground of the series. The
Satisfy tonearm is an advanced
version of that found on the Award-
winning Emotion deck {p3d), and in
this puise features a carbon-fibre arm
tube and single-piece wiring from
cartridge to amplifier. Completing the
package is the Melody moving-coil
cartridge, which has a body made of
ebhony and uses 24-carat geld coils.

that's really easy to
admire, but alitthe
harder to love

SPECHFICATION |

"The brand-name has it spot on: this
turntable is a very clear, insightful and
pure-sounding product. Take what
right be the Anest instrumentation

presentation. Switch the musical menu
ro something grander, and the Solution

package shifts pear too, procucing a

sound ef immense depth, scale and space.

b wnw, Clearaudio.de
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Speeds 331/5, 45 Man/aulo/semi op Yes/no/no
Phomo amp Mo Tonearm/cart Yes Belt (direct
drive Yes/no USB XX Suspension No Finish Acryiic |
Dimensions (hwd, cm) 16x50x40 i

- |
= 01252702705




Clearaudio Ambient/Satisfy/Concerto

1. 0. 8. 8.8, 1

£4500

FORGET THE AMBIENT turntable fora
moment: let’s talk (once again) about
Mr Nicholas Edward Cave. Along with
his band, the Bad Seeds, he created
Nocrrama, one of 2003's great albums.
Beautifully produced, it’s one of our
favourite test records.

And most testing of all, as we've
already mentioned in our Selution
review (left) is the closing track, Babe,
I'wt Ot Fire. At more than 15 minutes
long, it's both an exhausting and an
exhilarating listen.

Ambient creales onder oul of chaos
sowhat has thisall got todowith
Clearaudic's Ambient nurntable, you
ask?Well, played on the majority

of hi-fi, Babe's rampaging bass, crash-
ing cymbals, lashings of feedback and
Frantic vocals result in a chaotic
soundstage, bass that jumps around
like a toddler on a Sunny D diet, and
treble that cut through week-old
stilton. Not good, in other words.

But play the same track on the
Ambient. Complete with the ré40
Satisfy Carbon Directwire tonearm,
plus a splendid £1400 {yes, £1400)

Thrilling delery;

sweat, open trebie;
spacious, detalled
soundstage; lools

Notwithout rivals;
width; youwouldn't
want lobreak a
£1400 cartzidge

«% VERDICT

Beautifully buiit, and
a joy touse and hear

Concerto cartridge, the Clearaudio
delivers a performance as mighty as the
music itself, From the mass of doums,
guitar, percussion and vielin, you can

“Popper sounds more
banging than a child with
a hammer and a tin box”

pick outeach instrument, note and
nuance. However, this space isn't at the
expense of integration: while the sound-
stage is wide and deep, the Clearaudio
expertly knits togerher lower, middle
and higher frequencies.

SPRIL 2008 | HI-Fl ULTIMATE GLADE § i 518

Of course, you might not listen to Nick
Cave. No matter, this Clearaudio package
loves all musical penres: Orf’s Carmina
Burana gets the dynamic reach and
imypact it deserves, while Christopher
and Raphael Just's Popper 12-inch sounds
more banging than a child with aham-
mer and a tin box. [t's just wonderfull

SPECTCATION |
Speeds 3315, 45, elecspd change Man auto/

semi op Yes/no/no Phone amp No Tonearm/cart |

Yes Belt fdirect drive Yes/no USB No Suspension
No Finishes & Dimensions (hwd) 152 53x33cm

01252702705

e clegraudin.de



