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REVIEW

Clearaudio

Statement Turntable

First, a confessdon. As an estecmed
membir of the hi-h press, | was once affered
i Clearaudio Statement tumialsle. .. ab no cosl
to evysell, That is... grafis... ree! How's that
for graft and cormaption?

Ie happened like this, Thene | was at CES
in Las Vegas, mouth agog, listening to the
meat Beantiful sownd 14 ever heard issuing
from a furntabde, my eyes glistening at the
apparition before me, which was none other
than the Clearaudie Matement. the subject
af this review and wndouMediy the worbd's
muzst stunningly beautiful tumtable, A heavy-
wet man sidled up b me, glanced at my press
badge, and asked under his breath, and with
just the slightest himt of a foreign accent,
what | thought ol i1 'H}' G, 1% Lanitastic..
| want one,’ was my automatic rl.'|.'l|'9-' T my
sheer and wtter astonishment he glanced be-
hind him then whispered: "Would you like
this one? It's yours, for free...”

As my mind whirled, weighing up the eth-
ics of the situation against the ownership of a
Ulearaudis Statement, 1 almost ladled to hiar
the continuation of his sentence, which was

*,.the only condition s that yvou have to take
it exactly as is, and carry it out by yowrself.'

11 was anly at that paint [ realised 1'd been
e Tatt of Soome Gerrmanic umowr, Because
even i oould Bench-press the ourrent Ausira-
lian welighi-lifting champlon (heasvy-welght
dhivision, there was no way | was going 1o he
able to get Clearausdio’s Statement out of that
rispEm 2t Abexis Park. 11 weighs a touch over
350kg (and that doesn’t include the weight
ol the phono canridge!). And i1 wouldn just
have been the weight,.. the Statement is also
physically unmanageable, standing 1.25 me-
tres high, 6%om wide and 57cm deep.

Al o 8 was, two years [ater and two cone
tinents away that | prepared 1o gel my own
bEck on the good Folk ot Clearsisdio. ..

The Equipment
It's difficult to knosw how to even begin de-
wribing Clearauclios Staterment  furmiablbe
becase, quite simply, it is a mastenpiece
of énginesing.

For mee, the single most impsaant -
buste of the Statement is the turntable platter,

which lEterally “foats’ in the alr, thanks to
its magnetic bearing and i magnetic drive,
which means theres absolutely no direct con-
1ach between the platter and the tunmtaldle mo-
N, OF o8 The dlrivee el S0 wihere does the
patter get 1 motive foree? How, exacily, docs
it turn? What happens is that underneath the
“active’ platter 15 a secondary “platter’ that's
belt-driven by a high-=speed, microprocesson-
contredled] motor that &, reporbedly, “fdefical
Toe Eive amrovs psed il Dl Mirs Rover” (Call me
trusting, but | dadn call Mash 1o Check.)

The top surface of this platter is magneti-
cally coupled to the mwmtable platter, so it
revolves synchronistically with it You can
prove b yourself there's no pliyiical conmec-
Lion: just pecr between the two platters—all
vou'll see s emply spaie. The seoond most
important pan dat least for meh is the Stabe-
ment's TT1 tangential tonearm. You can ace
tually Gt conventional arms to the Statement
(1o Bour different arms simultaneously, to
b precisel. but when you have a TT1 wihat
wirild be the point! Every other amm pales
by comiparison. Unlike every other tangential



tracker 1 have iver seen, the TT1 wuses a beag-
ing carrage made from glass, which 1 think
makes it the single most feagile part of the
statement. Preaty-much sverything else wsed
to buile the Statement is bullet-proaf,., and
I wse that term im its most literal sepde
beecanise all the wooden parts are crafted from
some material called ‘Paneerhols’ that Clear-
awdio claime really is bullet-prood! The arm
itsedl is made from carbon fbre and is as shoa
as ks technically possible, which means tha
teere’s mo tracing errar ag all: that is; “no er-
e, as in “none’, “Elch’, naedal,.,

As you have proebably gathered, If only
from the photographs accompanying this
meview, overkill is the name of the game
with the Clearasdio Statement, and for me,
this was completely evidenced by the huoge
damped pendulum  contained  within the
base, the most obvious feature of which is the
set of welghts that books fof all the warld like
they came Fromm a bardbell. This so-called D817
pendulum adds 80kg of weight to the turnta-
bl e v far as | am aware, s sole undtion
1% 1o enswre that the platter remains bevel. Un-
like all other turntables, where you have to do
the bvelling yvourself (and whene, bar esrth:
quakes, the turntable will stay level for quite
some fime onoe vou have) the Statements
system s actually completely sell-levelling, so
that mo mateer what, the platter will always b
periectly level with respect 1o the earth’s sur-
Face (a4 distinct from the Boog in yinier Fiome,
which very likely is not at all level!),

Listening Sessions

It there 5 any good news about audition-
ing the Statement, i that you won't need
1o set aside howrs and howrs 0 evaluate ies
pertormande. Just ane track s all vow'll need,
after which vou'll instantly understand what
ruaic sounds Hke once you e bamished wow,
flatter, teacing distortion, motor nolse, bear-
g rumble and most all of the myrisd other

flaiws that have plagued winyl replay singe the
davs of Edison. [1 makes music sound exacily
like music s supposed to sound.

Indeed that ome quick asdition will even
answed Al leadt one guestion o4 e Ili._ﬂ:,-
never asked yoursell, becsude ance you have
listened tov the Clearasdio Statement, you'll
never be able to listen to any other tamitable
and sy ' don't hear any rumble’ because you
will... vou just didn't know what it sounded
ke Defore. That may weem a litthe fen-like,
but It is ealy by hearing music played back
without any added remble that vou will touly
understand the debilitating effect it has on
winyl plavback

LT

Unce you nhave listenec
statement, you'll neve:

other furniable

ARSI . .

Bpd bess 1o say, you will not be able 1o S
at playing just one frack... | certainly couldn't,
Enat | can assure you that listening langer did
nat tell me any more sbout the sound gual-
ity than deinking a glass of wine tells you any
rmade alout ks faste than vou kew after just
the first sipe AS for comparisons, there anen't
any | can make: the Clearaudio Statement s
so clearly in a class of s own

Conclusion

Having started with one confession, 1 feel
| need 1o comcliade with another, which s that
when | sat down b write this review, | prom.
ised myself | woulbd not discuss how much the
Statement costs. But fallowing my time with
the Statement and my subsequent enthusias.
1ie lectunes about it to anyvone who'd listen,
| have been asked the sumie question so many
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times that | now feel compelled to glve an an-
swier. That question Is: "Who'd by it? And
the answer is: 1 would” IF the money were
Htting in my bank sooount, it would be wing-
ing its way into Advance Audio’s vaults as we
speak. Why? Surprisingly, it would not be for
the Statement’s sound quality... though this
would be reason enough. It would be Because
of the sheer beauty of the struschuse, the pure
joy of pondering the intricacies of the engi-
neering and for the intelbeciual satisfaction
ol knowing that at last | owned a tuemtable
that worked pesfectly, Clearaudio's Statement
is, without any shadow of a doubt, the Anest
rmiabde in the \l-'u:u:l.d."'n,""-- T BT IRAT
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